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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

“Acts begins with the short prologue that connects the book to Luke’s Gospel and

introduces the key themes in Acts:

(1) Jesus is alive and functioning at God’s right hand;
(2) The promised Spirit will come and enable the new mission in fulfillment of diving

promise;
(3) The message of the kingdom is to go out to the entire world, starting with

Jerusalem.”1

“In his account of the founding of the Christian church, Luke gave background

information that ties Jesus' giving of the Great Commission to the day of Pentecost.

He showed how Jesus enabled His disciples to obey His command to evangelize the

nations.”2

Chapter 1

“1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,

2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his

suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the

kingdom of God.”

1 Darrell L. Bock, Acts (Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic,
second ed. 2008), 49.
2 Thomas Constable, “Dr. Constable's Notes on Acts, 2020 Edition,” accessed August 19, 2020.
https://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/acts.pdf, 17.
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I. Theophilus

a. Meaning: "friend of God"3

b. Views on who Theophilus was are…4

1. A close friend. Constable agrees (most popular view).

2. All friends of God (personified)

3. King Herod Agrippa II (code name)

4. A publican or lawyer that Luke was trying to educate

about Christianity. Bruce disagrees.5 H. Wayne House

holds out the possibility.6

5. Bruce thinks probably that he “was a representative

member of the intelligent middle class public at Rome

who Luke wished to win over to a less prejudiced and

more favorable opinion of Christianity that that which

was current among them.”7

6. We have no idea who he was.

II. “Jesus began to do and teach.” “The Greek te tightly links the [Jesus’]

preaching and [his] action, almost suggesting that they are a package (‘a holy

knot,’ Calvin).”8

3 “Lexicon :: Strong's G2321 - theophilos,” accessed August 19, 2020.
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G2321&t=KJV.
4 Constable, “Notes,” 18. See also, F.F. Bruce, The Book of Acts. (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company: Grand
Rapids, Michigan, Revised Ed. 1988), 28, 29.
5 Bruce, Acts, 29.
6 Ronald B Allen and H. Wayne House, Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Commentary, ed. Earl Radmacher (Nashville:
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999), 1364.
7 Bruce, Acts, 29.
8 Bock, Acts, 52.
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III. The record of Acts “proceeds the ascension, an event that Luke alone details

in the NT. The ascension stands as a key divine act vindicating Jesus and

placing him in authority at the right hand of God (Ps.110:1; Acts 2:32-35).”9

IV. Luke was careful to draw his readers’ attention to Jesus not primarily to His

followers.

V. Luke carefully covered the life of Jesus…His teaching and actions.

a. Birth to Ascension

b. Commands

VI. Apostles (lit.: commissioned, sent agent). “In Judaism, such a representative

speaks for the one who sends him. ‘A man’s agent is like himself” (m. Ber. 5:5).

[…]

VII. Jesus presented “many proofs” of His resurrection.

a. “The Greek word tekmeriois, translated ‘proofs,’ occur only here

in the New Testament. It refers to proof by [indisputable]

evidence as contrasted with the proof claimed by a witness. Luke

asserted that Jesus Christ’s resurrection was beyond dispute.”10

It “refers to ‘that which causes something to be known in a

convincing and decisive manner, proof’ […].”11 Jesus convinced

those who were not expecting his resurrection!12

b. “The fact of the resurrection was to be the solid foundation of

the apostles’’ faith and the chief ingredient of their early

message.”13

c. Sources of doubt.

9 Ibid., 53.
10 Constable, “Notes,” 19.
11 Bock, Acts, 54. See also House, Nelson’s, 1364.
12 Bock, Acts, 55.
13 E.M. Blaiklock, The Acts of the Apostles (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries series. London: Tyndale Press,
1959; reprint ed., Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1979), 49; as quoted in Constable, “Notes,”19.
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1. Some of the believers may have had their doubts forty

days before, Thomas for instance, but Jesus proved His

resurrection to all of them. He left no doubt.

2. The official Jewish story was that Jesus’ body was stolen.

Christians needed to be able to refute this with

conviction (Cf. Matthew 28:13; Wiersbe: 322).

d. Our salvation depends on Jesus’ resurrection.

1. Are you convinced in Jesus’ resurrection Christian?

2. Our salvation is depends on both Jesus’ death and his

resurrection. 1 Cor. 15:17, “And if Christ has not been

raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.”

“[I]f Jesus were death the church would be speechless.”14

VIII. 40 Days

a. God instructed Moses for 40 days in preparatory instruction for

Israel’s mission into the world.

b. 40 days Jesus was tempted in the wilderness proceeded Jesus’

earthly ministry.

c. Jesus instructed the Apostles for 40 days before His ascension.

d. “The forty days, therefore, is a vital vehicle for conveying Luke’s

theology of continuity …”15

--Between Luke two books, but more importantly

between God’s plans for His people and a lost world.

14 Warren Wiersbe, Wiersbe Bible Commentaries, New Testament (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2007),
322.
15 John F. Maile, “The Ascension in Luke-Acts,” Tyndale Bulletin 37 (1986): 54; as quoted in Constable, “Notes,” 19.
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IX. “Kingdom of God”

a. See the Appendix 1 and 2 from Constable

b. “The goal of history is not the Cross, but the crown—the time

when Jesus revels Himself in all His majesty and reins in

glory.”16

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to

wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days

from now.”

I. “This coming of the Spirit is something new and previously unavailable, or

else the Twelve and those with them would not have had to wait for the

event […].”17

II. This includes a Greek contrast, “on the one hand, there was John the

Baptist … on the other hand, there is the Spirit’s coming.” “The Baptist of

John the Baptist was an eschatological [or pertaining to last things],

preparatory washing. Participation in it meant that one was ready for God

to come. The gift of the Spirit, however, was the sign that Messiah had

come and the new era had begun (Luke 3:1-17, esp. vv. 3-6, 16; Mark 1:8;

Matt. 3:11; Acts 1:8; 2:4, 16-29) […].”18

III. “Jesus speaks predominantly of the Spirit in John 14-16. With enablement

(Rackham 1901: 5), the mission of preaching the kingdom and Jesus can

proceed. Effective ministry requires God’s direction and enablement. The

16 House, Nelson’s, 1364
17 Bock, Acts, 58.
18 Ibid., 57.
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mission command provides the direction of the church, the Spirit gives the

enablement. […] Jesus recalls and explains […] (hoti, is explanatory: for)

why they must remain in Jerusalem in salvation-historical terms (Schneider

1980: 200).”19

IV. “The passive tense of the verb indicates that baptism does not depend upon

our efforts to obtain the promise, but upon the Lord’s will.”20

V. Conclusions:

a. Jesus relied on the Spirit. The Church must rely on the Spirit to fulfil

its purposes (cf., Matt. 12:28).

b. The Church should have a focus on mission (should be missional) (cf.,

Bock: 58).

c. God’s plan of salvation is intact.21

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore

the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons

that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the

Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

I. “When you read the four gospels, you discover that the apostles had a

strongly political view of the kingdom and were especially concerned

about their own position and privileges.”22 The Apostles “present

question appears to have been the last flicker of their former burning

expectation of an imminent theocracy with themselves as its chief

19 Ibid., 56, 57.
20 House, Nelson’s, 1364
21 Bock, Acts, 58.
22 Wiersbe, Commentaries, 322.
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executives.” “Instead of political power which had once been the object

of their ambition, a power far greater and nobler would be theirs.”23

This would lead them down a path of suffering as the Lord.

II. The Apostles were rightfully preoccupied with the earthly kingdom (v. 6);

rightfully, for that was the nation’s expectation for centuries. Even

though God’s timing for this expectation had not come, Jesus—here

again—did not rebuke them for asking about the earthly kingdom again

for “he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:44;

cf. Wiersbe: 323 ) . See Bruce’s comments for a wonderful commentary

these matters in Appendix 3.

-“The disciples [naturally] perceive this event as an indication of the

full arrival of the end, which leads to their question in verse 6 about

the restoration of the kingdom of Israel. It is here that Jesus will

nuance how the end works and what their responsibility is as it

unfolds.”24

III. “In Acts we do not find an apostolic succession in the ecclesiastical

sense, nor a succession of orthodox tradition, but ‘a succession of

witness to Christ, and apostolic testimony in Jerusalem to the self-styled

leaders of Israel until they finally reject it, and an apostolic testimony

from Jerusalem to Rome and the Gentile word of Luke’s own day.’”25

IV. “The power [they were to receive] was for a new task—namely, to take

the gospel to the ends of the earth.”26 God empowered the Apostles and

23 Bruce, Acts, 36.
24 Bock, Acts, 58.
25 G. W. H. Lampe, St. Luke and the Church of Jerusalem (London, 1969), 27; as quoted in Bruce, Acts, 36.
26 House, Nelson’s, 1366
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commissioned them. “The ministry of the Holy Spirit is not a luxury;

[he] is an absolute necessity.”27

a. Jesus explained that, the “important thing is not be curious about

the future but to be busy in the present.”28

b. The apostles was to The Apostles were given a humanly impossible

task—reach the world! This task is only possible through the power

given to them.

c. “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?

And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?

And how are they to hear without someone preaching?” (Romans

10:14, ESV).

V. Witness: An explanation of what one has seen and heard.

a. My life before Christ.

b. How I can to faith.

c. What my life is like now.

d. “Church tradition tells us that all but one of the eleven apostles who

heard this promise became martyrs (John died in exile.).29 “[T]hey

sealed their witness with their own blood.”30

VI. “It has often been pointed out the geographical terms of verse 8 [in

chapter one] provide a sort of ‘Index of Contents’ for Acts. ‘You will be

my witnesses’ might be regarded as announcing the theme of the book;

‘in Jerusalem’ covers the first 7 chapters, ‘in all Judaea and Samaria’

cover 8:1 to 11:18, and the remained of the book traces the progress of

27 Wiersbe, Commentaries, 323.
28 Ibid., 323.
29 House, Nelson’s, 1366
30 Ibid., 1367
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the gospel outside the frontiers of the Holy Land until at last it reaches

Rome.”31

a. “The light that shines the farthest will shine the brightest at home”

(Oswald J. Smith).32

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a

cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he

went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee,

why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

I. “The transfiguration, the ascension (as here described), and the Parousia

[the second coming of Christ] are three successive manifestations of Jesus’

divine glory [see Rev 1:7]. The cloud in each case is to be understood as the

cloud which envelopes the glory of God (the shekhinah) […].”33

II. Luke takes the two men “in white robes” as angelic messengers. Apparently

two appeared as “being the minimum number for credible witness-bearing

(Deut. 19:15).”34

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up

to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew,

Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and

Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were

31 Bruce, Acts, 36, 37.
32 Wiersbe, Commentaries, 323.
33 Bruce, Acts, 38.
34 Ibid., 38.
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devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus,

and his brothers.

I. Upper Room was the place of the Last Supper and also the place of the start

of the Church with the Baptism of the Holy Spirit being the agent of its

start.

II. The Upper Room therefore became an important place to the early church.

The room remained a church for some time.

III. “Of the apostles here listed, only Peter, James, and John are mentioned

again in Acts (or in any other New Testament document apart from the

Gospels).”35

IV. “Jesus’ brothers did not believe in him during his ministry (cf. John 7:5),

but after his resurrection they figure prominently among his followers.”36

a. “‘The brothers of the Lord’ continued to form a distinct group in the

church well into the apostolic age (1 Cor. 9:5).”37

b. A “Sabbath day’s journey away” was about a half mile.38

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all

about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy

Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide

to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his

share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his

wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels

gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the

35 Ibid., 41; See also Wiersbe, Commentaries, 325.
36 Ibid., 41, 42.
37 Ibid., 42. Bruce cites J. B. Lightfoot, J. B. Mayor, T. Zahn, et al.
38 House, Nelson’s, 1366.
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field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is

written in the Book of Psalms,

“‘May his camp become desolate,

and let there be no one to dwell in it’;

and

“‘Let another take his office.’

I. Bothers is used differently here than before when Luke wrote about the Lord’s

half-brothers (cf. Bruce: 44).

II. Peter’s leadership is encouraging to us today. “Among them Peter takes the

leading place, as to a large extent did during the period covered by the Gospel

narrative. His denial of Jesus in the courtyard of the high priest might well

have discredited him irretrievable in his colleagues’ eyes, but the risen Lord’s

personal appearance to him and recommissioning of him rehabilitated him and

ensured for him a position of leadership never to be forfeited.”39

a. Monte’s take: at least Peter was in the courtyard! Most of others were

“denying” Jesus in the woods.

III. “The total of twelve was significant: it corresponded to the number of the

tribes of Israel, and may have marked the apostles out as leaders of the new

Israel.”40

IV. “Even before the time of Jesus some of the material in the Psalter (especially in

the ‘royal psalms’) was interpreted in a messianic sense. For those who believed

that Jesus was the Messiah of David’s line, this meant that many of the

39 Bruce, Acts, 44. Bruce cited G. W. H. Lampe, “St. Peter’s Denial,” BJRL 55 (1972-73), pp. 346-68.
40 Bruce, Acts, 44. Cf. Luke 22:30 par. Matt. 19:28.



12

experiences of the psalmist (David) were understood as prophetically

applicable to Jesus (cf. 2:25-31, 34-36).”41

V. “Peter equated the speech of David with the voice of the Holy Spirit. This is

an example of the biblical doctrine of inspiration.”42 The Bible is the Word of

God.

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus

went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when

he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his

resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also

called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the

hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this

ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26

And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with

the eleven apostles.

41 Bruce, Acts, 45.
42 House, Nelson’s, 1367
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Appendix 1

From Thomas Constable, “Dr. Constable's Notes on Acts, 2020 Edition,” accessed
August 19, 2020.
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Appendix 1
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Appendix 3
From F.F. Bruce, The Book of Acts. (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company: Grand Rapids, Michigan,

Revised Ed. 1988), 33.


