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4:7-13



Ephesians 4:7-13
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the 
measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore He says: “When He
ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men.” 
9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who descended 
is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he
might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until 
we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ,



Ephesians 4:7
7 But grace “the specially provided ability to serve God”

was given to each one of us
according to the measure of Christ's gift.

• Each one – “every believer” 
• According – by Christ’s prerogative  (Head of the Church)
• The measure varies individually
• Gift - Given not earned

"A spiritual gift is a skill or ability that enables a Christian to
perform a function in the body of Christ with ease and
effectiveness.“ - The Swindoll Study Bible

Charis



Ephesians 4:8
8 Therefore He says:

“When He ascended on high,
He led captivity captive,
And gave gifts to men.” 

Not a direct quote of Psalm 68:18  

(“received vs. gave” )

It is a variant reading of that was well 

known, especially within Jewish 

rabbinic circles. 

• An analogy like Hosea 11:1 (not the only fulfillment  of OT passage)

• Captivity captive: Jesus triumphed over sin, Satan, the world, 
death and the grave – every spiritual enemy.  
Puts death to death, entombs the grave, leads captivity captive.

• Jesus is ‘the bestower of gifts for ministry’
He received gifts from men (ourselves) and makes distribution



Ephesians 4:9-10
9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth?

10 He who descended is the one who also
ascended far above all the heavens, 
that he might fill all things.)

• Jesus was resident in Heaven then descended and afterward 
ascended back to heaven.

• Christ’s earthly work is done and He now reigns enthroned at 
the right hand of the Father as head of His Church.

• God as man – now – God in man

John 1:1-2; 14

Eph 1:22, Col 1:18-19

Colossians 1:27



Ephesians 4:11-13
11 And he gave the
apostles,
the prophets, 
the evangelists, 
the shepherds
and teachers,

12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ,
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ,

apostolos: one sent by his master on a mission – to establish the church. Eph 2:20; 3:5

prophetes: one who speaks forth – for edification, exhortation - Truth previously revealed

euaggelistēs: one who brings good news. Acts 21:8, 2 Timothy 4:5

poimēn: he to whose care and control others have committed themselves

didaskalos: one who teaches concerning the things of God, and the duties of man



DISCUSSION


