
EPHESIANS

CHAPTER 3



Ephesians 3:1-3

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you 
Gentiles—

2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace
that was given to me for you,

3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have 
written briefly.

Administration, Dispensation
Management, oversight

Silence, Hidden, not 
obvious to the 
understanding

Nations, People
The “uncircumcision”

To uncover, lay open what was veiled



Mystery – Special Revelation initiated by God alone

1:9 - making known to us the mystery of his will
3:3 - the mystery was made known to me by revelation
3:4 - my insight into the mystery of Christ
3:9 - the mystery hidden for ages in God
5:32 - This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers 

to Christ and the church
6:19 - that words may be given to me in opening my 

mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel

ESV – Mystery occurs 27 times 
NKJV – Mystery occurs 22 times (uses “secret” in OT - Daniel)



Ephesians 3:4-6

4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery 
of Christ,

5 which was not made known to the sons of men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit.

6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel.

Understand, consider, think

Knowledge, understanding

one who obtains something assigned to himself with 
others, a joint participant. Joint heir

Jew and Gentile are both saved by FAITH, by Jesus Christ – the gospel



Ephesians 3:7-10

7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's
grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8 To 
me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things,

10 so that through the church 
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.

dē-ä'-ko-nos Deacon
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Ephesians 3:10 Amplified

Amplified: [The purpose is] that through the church the 

complicated, many-sided wisdom of God 

in all its infinite variety and innumerable aspects 

might now be made known to the angelic rulers and authorities

(principalities and powers) 

in the heavenly sphere.



Ephesians 3:11-13

11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in 
Christ Jesus our Lord,

12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
our faith in him.

13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for 
you, which is your glory.

Reliance, trust

freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech
openly, frankly, i.e without concealment

relationship with God whereby we are acceptable to 
him and have assurance that he is favorably disposed 
towards us



Ephesians 3 - Past Ignorance – Present Revelation

• In the past generations there was ignorance
• The “Mystery” now revealed by revelation to Paul
• The mystery is: 

Gentiles are fellow heirs with the Jews – one body – by faith in 
Christ Jesus – The Church

• We now have access to the Father
• Relationship restored – the Gospel



Application & Discussion

• What is your role in God’s church?
• “I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace”

Who is a minister?
• “we have boldness and access with confidence through 

our faith in him”
How do we apply this verse?



DISCUSSION


